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Giving and Gratitude— Large & Small
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For nearly 30 years ACTS has
helped the Aiken community
through acts of kindness and in response to major disasters.
It might be helping a man choose
a suit and pair of dress shoes to
wear to his father’s funeral...or the
joy in a mother’s face when she
finds the perfect Halloween costume or Christmas gift for her
child in the Resale Store...or a pair
of reading glasses so a woman can
once again enjoy reading her Bible.
After the train wreck, ACTS set
up a satellite office in Graniteville
for over a year to assist with food,
clothing, utility assistance and help
with job searches for residents
who left their homes quickly.

ACTS will be closed
December 21 through
January 3 for Christmas
and New Year’s

During the recent floods ACTS
partnered with local churches and
the community to provide a U-Haul,
and served as a collection site and
donated bottled water.
None of this would be possible
without faithful volunteers and donors. From the largest grant to
the smallest bag of food or clothing, your gifts matter.
ACTS has over 300 volunteers
who do anything they can to help.

Volunteers pick up and sort donations, greet and interview clients,
keep records, pay bills, serve on
the board, clean the facility, make
repairs, help at special events, bag
food, do administrative tasks or
just come when called.

The unfortunate need people
who will be kind to them; the
prosperous need people to be
kind to.
Aristotle
Our donors. They range from
folks who bring in extra grocery
bags and calendars for the senior
food program to corporate sponsors. Everyone sees donations of
food, clothes and housewares, but
other donors help keep the lights
on, the plumbing repaired, and the
phones answered. Grants and sponsorships also fund special projects
like Coffee with JoJo, the heater
drive and other programs.
ACTS is so grateful for each and
every gift and wishes each of you a
blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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Welcome to ACTS!!
ACTS welcomed two new
part time staff members
in October. Betty Kardel
moved to Aiken in December from Florida. She had
retired from the Nassau
Humane Society and also
worked in health care.
She started at ACTS in
the Experience Works program and then was
hired as a clerk in the Resale Store.
Betty enjoys crafts, movies, books and shopping—all available in the Resale Store! “I love
working here,” she said. “It’s a job with a purpose. It’s nice to be on the giving end.”
Diana Riddick started
at ACTS sorting donations and then was an interviewer. When Antoine
Vigne left for another
job, Diana signed on as
phone receptionist. She
moved to Aiken from Atlanta to be near her
daughter and previously
owned a SCUBA business in Florida.

Grants and Gifts
Recent grants to ACTS include:


Food Lion (Grocery carts for clients)



Holly Heating ($500 for operating expenses)



Women of Woodside ($250—AWP)



Allegra ($600 for printing)

In honor and in memory—
ACTS has received gifts in memory of: B. Henderson Johnson, Joseph Greffenstette, Marvin
Brown, Ellen Waller, Cy Yelk, Jordan & Shirley
Duncan, Helen Ashley, Wyndham Patterson Walke,
Robert Wayne Taylor
Gifts have been received in honor of: Laura and
Jim Lee - act of kindness, Anna Dangerfield Birthday, Jack & Margaret Smith – 60th Anniversary, Marshall and Ellen Looper, Mr. & Mrs.
Coffaro—50th Anniversary.

Diana has owned other businesses and currently has one called SIMPLIFY which helps
clients organize their home office. She has
written a book that has been accepted for publication. As the first contact many people have
with ACTS, Diana says it is important to show
kindness and respect to everyone.
Thanks to the following for
supporting ACTS:



Nov. 15—Harvest Concert at St. John’s
Methodist. $2,431 in cash + grocery items
Nov. 19—dinner at Chick-Fil-A



Jan. 9, 2016—FATZ Fundraising Dinner



Giving at home lets you watch
your gifts in action!

Renovations continue at ACTS!
Recently the
Daily Food Pantry was moved to the east side of
the building and arranged more efficiently. The
vacated space became a conference/break room
and computer space. Thanks to Dave Buchanan
who led a team that included members of
Millbrook Baptist Church Sunday School group
“The Gathering” and other ACTS volunteers.
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Let’s get together!!
Whether you’re planning next year’s program
for your organization or making a New Year’s resolution to get more involved in the community—
think of ACTS!
ACTS can provide a speaker and/or display for
your group’s meeting, conference or agency fair.
In the past we’ve visited the Lion’s Club, Wise
Outrageous Women, Community Services Network,
UPS, DOE, United Way and several local churches.
Groups and individuals are always welcome to
visit ACTS—see what we do and where you might
like to help! Just call 649-3800 for an appointment. Groups of all ages have toured ACTS—
please consider a visit soon!

Shopping can help ACTS!
Did you know you can help support ACTS just
by shopping, and it doesn’t cost you a penny! Just
sign up on the Kroger website and use your Kroger Shoppers’ card when you buy groceries. A portion of your purchase will be donated to ACTS.
To register, visit krogercommunityrewards.com
and follow directions on your screen. So far this
year ACTS has received over $120 from the
Kroger Community Rewards Program.
If you do your Christmas shopping on-line at
Amazon.com, you can also earn money for
ACTS. It’s easy to sign up—just go to the ACTS
website at www.actsofaiken.org and click on the
Amazon Smile button.
Then shop at
Smile.Amazon.com. When you do, 0.5% of your
total purchase price will be donated to ACTS.
Get your ACTS newsletter by email! Just send your e-mail address
to:
info@actsofaiken.org. Save stamps,
time and trees!

Christmas at ACTS
First, shop the Resale Store for gifts and decorations at bargain prices! Your budget and ours
will thank you!
Next—consider the people on your list who
don’t want or need more THINGS but appreciate
being remembered in a thoughtful way. Consider
a gift to the ACTS Heater and
Utility Drive or to the Endowment Fund in honor or memory
of loved ones. You’ll save shopping and wrapping time and
they won’t be burdened with
finding a home for yet another
singing Santa.

ACTS needs your extra 2016 calendars!
If you find you have an extra calendar or
three, please bring them
to ACTS! Calendars will
be marked on the 3rd
Saturday of each month
and given to Senior Food
clients to help them remember the correct day
to pick up their food.

ACTS 14th ANNUAL HOLIDAY HEATER & UTILITY DRIVE
340 Park Ave SW, Aiken, SC 29801
____Yes, I can sponsor the purchase of ____ heater(s) @ $40.00 each for a total of $_____.
____Yes, I would like to make a donation to ACTS Utility Assistance Fund for $_____.
____Yes, I would like to make a donation to ACTS General Emergency Fund for $_____.

Area Churches Together Serving (ACTS) Inc.
340 Park Avenue SW
Aiken, SC 29801
Return Service Requested

Acts needs:
PJs
coats
blankets
bath soap
laundry soap
pants and jeans
hygiene products
diapers and wipes
sweatshirts and pants

long and short sleeved shirts
children’s clothing (size 2T—16)
new underwear and socks (all sizes)
volunteers—the lifeblood of our ministry!
Prayers

ACTS Board Members
Ernesto Barquet
Tim Bolen
Dave Buchanan
Duane Carpen
Rev. Chris Crotwell—President
Sally Jenkins
Jane Keisler
Jim Lee
Michael McComb—Treasurer
Jack Mullin—Vice President
Ann Reinhard—Secretary
Midge Rothrock
Mark Sapp
Dee Taylor
Bill Wukovits
Carla Cloud, Executive Director
Karen Perry, Operations Manager

Call Judy Clements, Newsletter Editor, at 642-5117
for information about inasmuch.

