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the least of these, my brethren... 
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What’s New at ACTS? 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTS will be closed 

June 30—July 4 for  

Independence Day 

And September 1 

For Labor Day 

   We may think of summer as va-
cation time, but there’s no slow-
down of activity at ACTS! 
    One of the first major pro-
jects facing new Executive Direc-
tor Carla Cloud is the replace-
ment of the aging ACTS computer 
system.  Microsoft is withdrawing 
support for XP systems, which 
raises security concerns for cli-
ent, volunteer and donor personal 
data.  Volunteer Bill Collins is  in-
stituting across-the-board up-
grades to the system to allow da-
ta encryption.  ACTS will install 
Filemaker 13 with necessary li-
censes for 12 existing computers, 
and purchase two new computers 
to replace those too old to up-
grade.  Total cost of the up-
grades is about $3,000, which will 
be paid by grants. 
   Lots of changes are happening 
this summer at the ACTS Resale 
Store as well.  The staff is work-
ing hard to streamline the sorting 
of donated goods that sometimes 
pile up in the Hayne Avenue drop 
off area, and hopes to recruit 
volunteers who would work regu-
lar shifts sorting and could fill in 
as sales clerks when needed.  But 
drop-in volunteers are always wel-
come! 
    Volunteer Julie Sims has been 
updating displays and looking at 
what items sell best.  She is also 
experimenting with new sales 
techniques including selling some 

items on E-Bay, and silent auc-
tions. 
   Many people have dropped off 
items for ACTS, but don’t realize 
the Resale Store exists!            A 
committee has been formed to 
look at ways to improve the fa-
çade of the store to make it more 
visible and compatible with its 
Hayne Avenue neighbors.  The 
drop-off location may be moved 
to the current ACTS parking lot, 
with parking moved to street lo-
cations. 
    The Resale Store sells items 
that are not given to clients (for 
example clothes that must be dry
-cleaned, books, decorative items, 
and items not currently needed).  
But clients often shop at the 
store for low cost “extras.”  
Items that cannot be used for 
clients or sold go to missions sup-
porting migrant families or local 
Indian communities. 
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Shopping can help ACTS! 

  Attention Kroger shoppers!  You can help earn 
money for ACTS just by signing up on the Kroger 
website and using your Kroger Shoppers’ card.   

   To register, visit krogercommunityrewards.com 
and follow directions on your screen. 

 Click the link to "Enroll now for the Kroger 
Community Rewards Program." 

 Sign into your account, or click the link on the 
right to create an account and follow the instruc-
tions for creating an account. 

 Designate ACTS as your recipient by entering 
the NPO (Nonprofit) number 89876 or enter Area 
Churches Together Serving and click on "Confirm". 
To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see 
ACTS as the designated recipient. 
 

Friends of ACTS! 

   Follow ACTS on Facebook!  Just look for Acts 
of Aiken.  Keep up with the latest and “share” with 
your friends so they can be friends of ACTS too! 
 

ACTS has a Bank? 

   It’s the Benefit Bank!  ACTS is one of many 
community organizations in South Carolina whose 
staff or volunteers are trained to be SC Thrive 
Benefit Bank counselors.  They help clients com-
plete applications for benefits including Medicaid, 
SNAP (formerly food stamps), voter registration,  
federal aid applications for college students and 
other assistance programs for the needy.   

    The Benefit Bank gives people more access to a 
“bank” of benefit applications all in one place, sav-
ing time and money.   Many of those eligible for 
these benefits are unaware of them or don’t know 
how to access them, so they go without needed 
food or medical care.  ACTS can help. 

Save a Tree! 

To have your newsletter delivered electronically, 
just e-mail info@actsofaiken.org.  Help ACTS save 
the cost of printing and mailing.  If you do get a 
paper copy, be sure to share it with your friends! 

 ACTS Volunteers are Appreciated!  

      The annual ACTS Volunteer Appreciate din-
ner was held March 31 at St. Angela Hall.  It was 
a time of looking back, looking ahead, and just 
enjoying an evening of food and fellowship. 

   Following a delicious lasagna dinner prepared 
and served by the ACTS Board members, Board 
President Jay Creamer reviewed highlights of 
the past year.  He said the 2014 Icicle Ball 
raised over $27,000 for ACTS food ministries 
but the heater and utility drive is actually the 
largest fundraiser, bringing in $47,499.  The Re-
sale Store raised $63,233 and Creamer said the 
hope is that someday it will pay all overhead ex-
penses. 

   Board Secretary Linda Poulson and Jim Buko-
vitz  presented outgoing Executive Director 
Vicki Bukovitz with one last surprise,  which 
included a LONG list of things Vicki might do to 
fill her new free time.  We can’t help but wonder 
how that’s working out for them!! 

   Guest speaker for the event was City Manager 
Richard Pearce, who thanked ACTS volunteers 
for all they do for the City of Aiken. 

Outgoing 
Executive 
Director 
Vicki Buko-
vitz with 
City Manag-
er Richard 
Pearce and 
his wife 
Cindy. 

One last 
surprise—
Jim Bu-
kovitz 
presents 
his wife 
Vicki with 
a list of 
things to 
do in her 
retire-

Help Wanted! 

   Drivers and substitute drivers are needed for 
the Senior Food Program on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month.  Call 649-3800 for information. 

http://krogercommunityrewards.com/


Page 3 Volume XXVII, number 2 

In honor and in memory— 

Gifts have been given in memory of:  Dave 
Honkenen, Barry Toole, Walter Guy, Emma Wade, 
Lisa O’Brien, Frances Myer, Feaster Gregorian, 
Anika Allman, Jerry Johnson, Diane Barker, Jim 
Holm, and Thomas Kennedy. 
 
Gifts have been given in honor of:  Bill Collins; 
Jean Weeks; Vicki Bukovitz; Rev. Dr. Howle, Pam 
and RJ; Edward  & Maureen Whalen, Jay & Alice 
Creamer, and the wedding of John Callan and 
Sonni Grasso. 

  

 

 

 

 

    

Be an ACTS fan! 

   The annual ACTS fan drive was held May 30-
31 at Lowe’s of Aiken and at the Aiken Family 
Expo.  Shoppers were asked to purchase a box 
fan at Lowe’s for $17 and leave it with ACTS 
volunteers outside the store.  Many Lowe’s and 
Expo customers left cash donations.  The fans 
help ACTS clients cool their homes, reducing the 
need for air conditioning, and helping families 
stay cooler if they don’t have A/C.   Thanks to 
ACTS staff and volunteers including Scout 
Troop 110 from 1st Presbyterian Church for 
collecting 282 fans and $400.  Donations are 
still being accepted.  They can be dropped off or 
mailed to ACTS at 340 Park Ave SW, Aiken, SC 
29801.  Donations will be used to purchase addi-
tional fans and to help families pay their utility 
bills which are often much higher in the summer 
heat. 

   Members of St. Mary’s Help of Christians 
Catholic Church provided Easter dinner to 
ACTS Senior Food clients in April.  Church mem-
bers arrived in a school bus filled with bags of 
food.  Each bag contained a canned ham, fruit, 
vegetables, bread and dessert. 

Summer at last—and I’m bored!! 

   It sounded so great—plenty of free time, not 
much on the schedule—and suddenly, you’re 
bored!  You need something to do, someone to 
talk to, maybe a cup of coffee and a cookie!  
You need ACTS!  Our volunteers deserve vaca-
tions but things don’t slow down at ACTS in the 
summer!  Come down on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month at 7 AM and help out with Senior 
Food.  Or come any day Monday-Friday to help 
sort donations in the Resale Store.  Call the of-
fice at 649-3800 and see how you or your group 
(even kids and teens)  can help!  

Alice Creamer and Lang Entrekin were among 
the many volunteers who helped with the ACTS 
Fan Drive May 30-31.  Lowe’s on Whiskey Road 
hosted the event again this year. 

Calling All Crafters— 

If you enjoy repurposing items for craft pro-
jects, check out the glass, china, baskets and 
furniture and other items in the ACTS Resale 
Store!  Plenty of books for summer reading too! 
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 650 pounds of carrots were 
recently donated to ACTS by 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
in North Augusta!   

What else does ACTS 
need? 

Children’s clothing—it will 
soon be time for school! 

Beds, mattresses, bed linens, sleeping bags 

 New or gently used children’s underwear 

Food  Fresh Produce   Baby Food       

 Coats for next winter 

Cash donations for fans and heaters 

 Clothing   Diapers   Laundry & Dish Soap 

Hygiene items—those hotel soaps and shampoo 
as well as full size 
 

ACTS can NOT use homemade foods (jam etc), 
alcohol, tobacco, outdated or open packages or 
cans 


